
Activity
report
2023



In 2023, the Foundation celebrated a major 
milestone in its history: the tenth anniversary of its 
commitment to humanitarian and social research. 
Throughout this extraordinary year, we reflected on 
our achievements through a programme of events 
and the publication of a groundbreaking work: 
“L’Essentiel scientifique: 10 Years of Research, 
Going to the Heart of Vulnerabilities”.

The Foundation succeeded in establishing a unique 
identity early on in its history and has carved out 
its own space in the scientific landscape. The 
vibrant community of researchers, humanitarian 
actors and partners who attended our ten-year 
international conference in October demonstrated 
the strengthen of this legacy.

Our track record shows that we were right to 
pursue a research process that actively includes 
fieldworkers, as illustrated by the continued 
success of the “Bénévo’Lab” initiative, which 
allows volunteers navigating the complexities of 
their commitment to take the lead in the research 
process. Thanks to our research into priority 
themes – epidemics and access to care, risks 
and disasters, social isolation and migration – we 
continue to produce contextual analysis and to 
identify the underlying causes of vulnerabilities, 
hand in hand with the people directly affected by 
them.

We also realise that we need to do more than 
produce knowledge because to bring about 
change, we also have to share it with others. Based 
on this realisation, the Foundation has expanded 
its programme of meetings and webinars. The 
French Red Cross Campus, for instance, hosted 
four Pause-Culture-Recherche (Research Culture 
Breaks), where humanitarian actors interacted 
with authors, artists, and academics. We also 
held two formative APRIS social innovation post-
research workshops in Niamey and Paris; this pilot 
method aims to build bridges between research 
and humanitarian action by connecting us with the 
people most affected by the issues under study.
 

Lastly, in a world in crisis, we continue to push 
forward with our emergency research, with seven 
studies exploring the repercussions of the armed 
conflict in Ukraine due to be completed this year. 
During this period of international instability, we 
can count on the partnerships we have gradually 
formed with other organisations and on our 
membership of the International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement. In March, the Foundation 
played an active role in the first Long Night of 
Research organised by RC3, the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Research Consortium, when over 
five hundred people from dozens of countries 
across the globe took part in twenty-four hours of 
panel discussions and online workshops.

These energetic and dynamic discussions in 
France and worldwide are vitally important 
because they provide us with the impetus to 
build bridges and collectively explore how we 
can make a difference to people in situations of 
vulnerability in the future. At our movement’s 
international conference in October, we will build 
on this formidable momentum and a decade of 
experience to continue shaping humanitarian 
action and responding to the challenges we face 
today, in partnership with 191 national societies 
and states.

Philippe DA COSTA
President
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01 Our purpose

Supporting research and  
improving practices

The French Red Cross Foundation is a recognised public utility foundation dedicated to research in the 
humanities and social sciences. It aims to improve practices in the fields of humanitarian and social 
action, in France and all over the world through research. It supports researchers by providing fellowships 
and awardings and developing collaborations with academic institutions. To successfully complete its 
actions, the Foundation follows the values and principles of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement, and is based on the scientific expertise and methodologies that guarantee its efficiency and 
form the basis of its identity.

Our three levers for action

Research 

The Foundation supports research by allocating 
postdoctoral fellowships, constructing research 
programmes in cooperation with partners 
and awarding research prizes to innovative or 
deserving researchers.

Publications and events
The Foundation disseminates knowledge through 
a range of editorial projects in order to improve 
the impact of the research results and make them 
available for different audiences. The Foundation 
takes part in the global debate by organising or 
participating in events, to disseminate and promote 
research for the benefit of the most vulnerable. 

Transferring knowledge
The Foundation is working to move away from a 
‘classical’ approach of supporting the production 
of scientific knowledge followed by the mobilisation 
of the knowledge acquired, and towards a 
social research and development approach that 
strengthens the potential for transformation and 
innovation based on research findings.

1,629,032€ 
in fellowships awarded to
researchers 

104
research
fellowsips
awarded

22
countries
involved in
research

16
humanities  
and social science
disciplines

100%
French-language
research

28%
of research with links to  
the International Movement
of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent

80
scientific articles
published

43
prizes
awarded

65%
of international research
conducted by native
researchers in the
countries involved

Key figures 2013 - 2023

1 2 3 4 5Transforming 
needs into 
research 
questions.
Structuring research 
programmes and 
selecting the most 
relevant. 

Accompanying 
researchers.
Building bridges to 
the field, mobilising 
networks, providing 
researchers with 
funding, support, 
and expertise. 

Disseminating results 
and contributing to 
knowledge acquisition.
Promoting and translating 
the results to raise 
awareness amongst 
academics, civil society, 
decision makers, and 
citizens. 

Fostering social 
innovation.
Bridging the gap between 
research recommendations 
and the practical 
implementation of findings.

Listening to 
field actors.
Collecting 
the questions 
and needs of 
practitioners, 
volunteers, and 
academics.

Our method

                                   

                                   GUIDING PRINCIPLE: 
GUIDING PRINCIPLE: IMPROVING PRACTICES, IMPROVING PRACTICES, THROUGH        ONGOING DIALOGUE AND LEARNING         

          
    

THROUGH        ONGOING DIALOGUE AND LEARNING         
          

    

BETWEEN RESEARCHERS AND HUMANITARIA
N A

CTO
RS
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Highlights of 2023
Month by month

June

A new episode of  
the webinar “L’Instant 
Recherche” brings 
together over one 
hundred participants 
on the theme of
“From humanitarian 
emergency to 
resilience”.
 

FOSTERING DIALOGUE BETWEEN RESEARCH AND CIVIL SOCIETY IN
 A    

 TRANSITIONING SECTOR

April

The Foundation 
launches a new 
format, the podcast.
“En-Quête 
d’Humanité” gives 
a platform to 
researchers and 
makes their work 
more accessible.

March

• Participates in the first 
global Long Night of 
Research organised by the 
Research Consortium of the 
International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement, the 
RC3. 

• The Foundation invites 
sociologist Serge Paugam 
to a Culture-Research Break 
at the French Red Cross 
Campus to discuss his book 
“L’Attachement social”.

May

• The 1st social 
innovation post-research 
pilot workshop (APRIS) 
is held in Niamey 
(Niger) to use the 
research findings of 
anthropologist Aïssa 
Diarra to maximise 
the potential for 
transformation and 
innovation.

• The Foundation 
publishes its first themed 
selection of research 
papers, “Humanitarian 
transition”, a collection 
of outstanding studies 
focusing on its priority 
research areas. Eight 
selections were 
published during
the year.

November

• The Foundation attends the 7th IHSA 
International Conference in Bangladesh, with 
a panel discussion on restructuring research 
within humanitarian organisations.

• The 9th Instant Recherche webinar on the 
role of women in humanitarian action, past 
and present, is organised in partnership with 
Glow Red, the global network for women 
leaders in the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement.

Décember

• The 2nd APRIS pilot 
workshop takes place at the 
Red Cross Campus in Paris 
exploring the research of 
sociologist Thibaud Besozzi. 

• The Foundation and 
publishing house Karthala 
announce the release of 
the 5th work in the “Devenir 
Humanitaire” collection on 
the humanitarian transition  
in Cameroon.

October

• The highlight of the year,
the “Special International Conference  
10 years of the Foundation” is held
at Sciences Po Paris, in partnership 
with the IRD and the École des affaires 
internationales de Sciences Po,  
attended by over 100 people with  
30 speakers addressing five themed 
panel discussions. 

• Official launch of the work “L’Essentiel 

scientifique: 10 Years of Research, Going 
to the Heart of Vulnerabilities”.
The Foundation presents its 2023 
research awards: four prizes are
awarded this year, including an
“Avenir - Spécial 10 ans” prize.

September

• Start of work for a new wave 
of researchers, with six projects 
selected for 2023-2024.

• The Foundation plays an 
active role in the 2023 global 
research workshop of the RC3  
in Istanbul.

January

Launch of the  
“10 Years of 
Commitment to 
Research” (2013-2023) 
anniversary year and 
creation of a page on 
our website dedicated 
to events, news and 
analysis.

02
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03 Focus

10 Years of Research, Going to  
the Heart of Vulnerabilities

In 2023, the Foundation celebrated 10 years of dedication to humanitarian and social research. This event 
provided an opportunity to reflect on and stimulate discussions about a decade of research in France and 
worldwide. It was marked by a series of events and publications aimed at evaluating our progress and 
identifying future opportunities.

To give a voice to the many researchers who have helped shape its history, 
the Foundation published “10 Years of Research, Going to the Heart of 
Vulnerabilities”. With their help, we compiled this survey – L’Essentiel 

scientifique – to provide a snapshot of a decade of research. Published 
in two languages, this seminal work is both a synthesis of scientific 
research and a narrative, like a ship’s log that recounts a journey and the 
encounters made along the way.
The team also compiled and published eight themed selections month 
by month, revisiting the most groundbreaking research across a variety 
of formats, including scientific papers, videos, podcasts, events and 
meetings, on issues ranging from humanitarian transition, access 
to care, migration, disasters and climate risks, housing and 
homelessness, voluntary work, old age and social isolation, and 
epidemics.

The Foundation organised a year-long programme 
of events to foreground research and foster 
debate. Two Instants de Recherches webinars 
on the themes of “resilience and disasters” and 
“gender and humanitarian action” promoted cross-
disciplinary dialogue and the sharing of academic 
and operational perspectives on current issues. 

The highlight of the year was undoubtedly the 
International Conference: 10 Years of the 
Foundation, held on 26 October at Science Po 
Paris. It brought together 34 speakers from some 
ten humanities disciplines, humanitarian leaders, 
and students. Over 600 people followed the event, 
either in person or remotely, from 19 countries. This 
impressive turnout once again enabled researchers 
and practitioners on several continents to connect 
and share their knowledge.

“This 10 Year event is an 
opportunity to sustain 
and build this remarkable 
momentum in order to better 
understand and appreciate 
the significant changes taking 
place in our societies.”

Philippe DA COSTA, President

Essentials: looking back on a decade of research

New projects shaping a more dynamic and active  
research landscape

This year, the Foundation also introduced a new 
methodology: post-research social innovation 
workshops (APRIS). These workshops aim to 
maximise the use of research findings through 
collective analysis in conjunction with core actors 
and to foster the social innovation arising from 
them.

To make these research findings more accessible, 
the Foundation also launched a new media 
format: the podcast. Six episodes of “En-Quête 

d’Humanité” were made available online in 2023 
and can be streamed on all platforms.

Sharing and mobilising knowledge

THEMED  
SELECTION

Humanitarian 
transition

THEMED 
SELECTION

Disasters and 
climate risks

THEMED
SELECTION

Migrations

THEMED
SELECTION

Access 
to care

THEMED
SELECTION

Epidemics

THEMED
SELECTION

Housing and 
homelessness

THEMED
SELECTION

Old age  
and social
isolation

THEMED
SELECTION

Volunteering

Releases
PODCASTS

10 years 
Launch

EVENT

Paris International 
Conference

RELEASE

Essentiel
10 Years  

of Research

INSTANT
RECHERCHE 

WEBINAR

Resilience and
disaster

INSTANT
RECHERCHE 

WEBINAR

Gender and 
humanitarian 

action

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

2023
December

Download  
the publication
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Towards
a better  
understanding

04

10  I    Activity report 2023  I  11



04     Insights

In 2023, the Foundation selected and 
accompanied a total of 26 francophone 
researchers, working in 4 countries. 
Despite their varied methodologies, 
disciplines and approaches, the researchers 
share a common goal: shedding light, by 
means of the tools of the social sciences 
and humanities, on realities and social 
experiences in the field, as well as on the 
needs of vulnerable people, to enable the 
emergence of innovative and sustainable 
solutions for humanitarian and social 
action, based on scientific data.

Mainland France:
18 research projects (including seven on 
hosting exiled Ukrainians in France) 
Senegal:
Three research projects
Cameroon:
Two research projects
New Caledonia:
One research project

4 priority themes

CÔTE D’IVOIRE

SENEGAL

LEBANON

FRENCH 
POLYNESIA

NEW  
CALEDONIA

FRANCE

UKRAINE

GUINEA
CAMEROON

Map of

current research

Health and epidemics

Understanding populations’ health 
situations and needs, taking into 
account the socio-cultural dimensions 
in actions relative to access to care, 
disease and epidemic risks prevention, 
and strengthening healthcare systems.

Migrations and displacements

Better grasping the origins and sources 
of migrations, the strategies and 
lived experiences of exiles, and the 
relevance of the humanitarian response. 
Accompanying the renewal of practices 
concerning this issue which has taken 
on a global importance.

Risks and disasters

Studying the causes of population 
vulnerabilities, the relevance of their 
preparedness, and their perception 
of risks, as well as the innovative 
humanitarian responses trialled in the 
most affected areas.

Humanitarian Transition
The Foundation’s core programme 

Anticipating and addressing the 
challenges arising from the current 
evolution of the humanitarian sector, by 
studying these major changes in terms 
of operational models, new partnerships, 
and reconfiguration of the roles of actors.

researchers  
supported

26

research 
aeras

4

Research

2023

Research

2022

18

2

2

1

1
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04     Insights

Research projects supported in 2023

26 research projects by subject

Find out more about these research projects at: fondation-croix-rouge.fr

   Risks and disasters

7  Vulnerability of communities in a context of 
climate change in the light of social inequalities 
and local construction cultures: the case of 
Touho in New Caledonia.

Odile PLATTARD, Doctor of Geography, Université 
Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne.

Critically examine the adaptation and vulnerability of 
local communities to various hazards, considering 
local construction cultures in New Caledonia, 
a territory marked by social inequalities on the 
frontlines of climate change.

8  Risk perception and climate change 
adaptation among the populations of Langue de 
Barbarie (Saint-Louis, Senegal).

Modou NDIAYE, Doctor of Geography, Université 
Cheikh Anta Diop (Senegal).

Establishing a clear understanding of the 
connections between climate change and health 
risks, examining the complex challenges posed by 
disaster risk management in relation to community 
health and lastly evaluating the effectiveness of 
local and academic knowledge deployed in the area 
under study.

9  The resilience of populations to the risks of 
flooding in the context of climate change: What 
adjustments should be made to humanitarian 
actions in the socio-ecological systems of the 
city of Ziguinchor (Senegal)? 

Cheikh FAYE, Doctor of Geography, Université Assane 
Seck de Ziguinchor (Senegal).

Documenting the sociocultural factors that influence 
the adaptation capacities of local populations 
and providing stakeholders with practical 
recommendations with a view to incorporating them 
into their risk prevention and reduction actions.

   Humanitarian transition 

1  From local capacities to decolonizing 
approaches: Emerging practices of the Centre 
d’étude et de coopération internationale (CECI) 
with a view to empowering country offices in 
Senegal, Bolivia and Nepal.

Diane ALALOUF-HALL, Doctor of Sociology, 
University of Quebec, Montreal.

Analysing the relationships between CECI 
headquarters and country teams, and ongoing 
organisational change within the broader framework 
of internationalising governance.

2  Networks of national and local NGOs in 
Cameroon and the Lake Chad Basin: between 
state obstruction and internal divisions.

Léopold NOUFFEUSSIE NGUEUTA, Doctor of 
Political Science, University of Maroua (Cameroon).

Understanding the process of establishing 
connections within local humanitarian networks in 
Cameroon and the Lake Chad Basin in response 
to inaction on Grand Bargain resolutions, and the 
power dynamics and obstructive actions they face. 

3  Autonomisation of community-based 
organisations in Cameroon: experimentation, 
operational challenges and reform paths for a 
humanitarian transition from below.

Jean Émile MBA, Doctor of Political Science, University 
of Maroua (Cameroon).

This demonstration shows how the humanitarian 
transition is taking place “bottom-up” through 
community-based organisations, while previously, 
the focus had always been on empowering state 
action and national and local NGOs. 

4  Strategies supporting women leaders in aid 
organizations.

Virginie LE MASSON, Doctor of Human Geography, 
ODI.

Anne-Lise DEWULF, independent consultant.
Enhancing the GLOW Red network’s knowledge 
of the status of women in the humanitarian sector, 
and particularly the obstacles to greater parity in 
leadership positions. 

5  Physical and sports activities as a means to 
fight the social isolation of homeless youth.
Julie DUFLOS, Doctor of Sciences and Techniques 
of Physical Activities and Sports (STAPS), University of 
Artois.

Exploring the integrating effects of sport on 
homeless youth.

6  Food sociability: a lever for social action 
against isolation and malnutrition in people 
living in poverty? Towards a holistic and inclusive 
approach to food aid (SociAlim).

Sonia BOUIMA, Doctor of Social Sciences, Université 
Paris Saclay/AgroParisTech. 

Studying the implementation of the first innovative 
mechanisms of the French Red Cross’s new food 
aid strategy. 

“The aim of my research
is to ensure all actors 

understand the needs 
and expectations of 

communities and the inherent link 
between the humanitarian transition 
and the inexorable march towards 
sovereignty. Their role should be 
limited to facilitation, encouragement 
and support, rather than organising 
from the outside.”

Jean Emile MBA, Author of a 2023 
research paper on the empowerment 
of community-based organisations in 
Cameroon 

“Communities are 
well aware of the 
risks and have a good 
understanding of the 

phenomena and their
causes. They would like to 

be involved in the decisions that 
affect them.”

Cheikh FAYE, Author in 2023 of  
a study into the resilience  
of communities to the risks of 
flooding in the context of climate 
change in Senegal 
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04     Insights / Research projects supported in 2023

   Health and epidemics
10  From disasters to epidemics, transposition 
and complementarity of integrated approaches 
between risk prevention, preparedness and 
crisis management. 

Cassandre REY-THIBAULT, Doctor of Geography, 
Université Gustave Eiffel.

Performing a summary of research findings in 
scientific literature and document analysis to 
understand the extent to which approaches 
integrated, promoted and developed within an 
integrated disaster management framework are 
applied or can be considered in the management 
of epidemics and pandemics. 

11  Extreme temperatures and mental health in 
Senegal. 

Jean-Marc GOUDET, Doctor of Sociology, École des 
Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS). 

Understanding the relationship between exposure 
to extreme temperatures and the mental health of 
mothers and children in a remote rural community in 
Senegal and co-constructing preventive measures 
with local communities.

12  Improvement of first aid efficiency through 
hybrid training.

Anne MULLER, Doctor of Education Sciences, 
Université Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne.

Providing an understanding of how learners 
take ownership of e-learning and/or in-person 
resources, and how learners’ attitudes towards 
learning influence their achievements, confidence, 
motivation to apply their knowledge, and real-world 
behaviour.

   Migration and displacements
13  Unaccompanied minors: actors of their identity 
construction. 

Ayoko Akouavi DOGBE FOLI, Doctor of 
Developmental Psychology, Université Toulouse Jean 
Jaurès. 

Identifying factors that may affect the mental health 
of unaccompanied minors with a focus on the role 
of identity formation and self-perception. 

14  Refugee peer support: volunteering by and for 
refugees, an alternative model of integration? 

Leila DRIF, Doctor of Social Anthropology, École des 
Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS).

Shedding light on the distinctive characteristics of 
voluntary work by migrants for other migrants. 

15  Getting involved in exile camps: understanding 
citizen solidarity practices.

Caterina GIUSA, Doctor of Sociology, Université 
Sorbonne Paris Nord. 

Critically examining informal exile camps as 
mobilisation sites and the role of citizen actors in 
providing support within exile camps, the specific 
activities undertaken by citizen actors and how they 
are coordinated or not with the actions carried out 
by other actors operating within exile camps. 

16  Technical autonomy and psychosocial 
emancipation.

Jérémie GROJNOWSKI, Doctor of Anthropology, 
Université Paris-Nanterre.

Carrying out an ethnographic study, partially filmed, 
on the implementation of the “Mobile Humanitarian 
Repair Lab”, currently being piloted
by the French Red Cross.
 

17  Forms of (re)presentation of the self and 
clothing imaginaries: practices and uses of 
clothing in precarious situations.

Emmanuelle DURAND, Doctor of Anthropology, École 
de Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS).

relationships woven around clothing, emphasising 
the interplay between, on the one hand, the material 
restrictions imposed by living standards and, on the 
other, the symbolic reach of desires and
tastes. 

18  What support is needed to address the mental 
health of migrant populations? A comprehensive 
examination of current knowledge and 
perspectives for action.

Linda REZIOUK, Pedagogical supervisor, Institut 
Régional du Travail Social Occitanie.

Creating a typology of the problems encountered by 
NGO voluntary workers in relation to migrants with 
mental health problems.

19  Better understanding the involvement of 
beneficiaries of organisations combating social 
exclusion.

Marie BERNARD, Master’s degree in Sociology, 
Université de Perpignan Via Domitia.

Analysing the involvement of beneficiaries in anti-
exclusion structures and outlining possible solutions 
to ensure their effective participation.
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04     Insights / Research projects supported in 2023

Research awards

Four new laureates in 2023
The French Red Cross Foundation’s Research Prizes promote scientific work that is already completed or 
innovative areas of reflection on humanitarian and social issues. Open to all humanitarian and social science 
subjects and to all nationalities, they reward scientific excellence and human engagement. The Foundation’s 
2023 prizes amounted to €3,000 in prize money (excluding the honorary prize). The Foundation decided to 
present a fourth prize this year in celebration of its 10th anniversary, “Avenir – 10 ans”, awarded to a young 
researcher.

Alice DESCLAUX
Medical Doctor and Health Anthropologist,
Director of Research at the Institut de recherche pour 
le développement (IRD).

Honorary Prize 2023
for her entire career devoted to the anthropology 
of health and for her commitment to scientific 
associations as a knowledge broker sensitive to 
humanitarian issues between medical and social 
science approaches.

Ryoa CHUNG
Dr. Ryoa Chung is a Professor of Philosophy in the 
Faculty of Medicine at the Université de Montréal and 
co-director of the “Centre de Recherche en Éthique”.

2023 research prize 
ethics of international relations, and the structural 
and epistemic injustices that perpetuate health 
inequalities and humanitarian crises.

Jan VERLIN
Doctor of Sociology, Deputy Director of the Chair in 
Geopolitics of Risk at the École Normale Supérieure 
(ENS).

2023 research prize 
for his research work combining political science 
and sociological perspectives to shed light on the 
complexities of the work and networks of disaster 
risk management actors, and the humanitarian crises 
to which disasters give rise.

Firmin KRA
Doctor of Socio-Anthropology,
teacher-researcher at the Université Alassane Ouattara 
in Boualé (Côte d’Ivoire).

2023 “Avenir - Spécial 10 ans” prize.
for his research in the field of health anthropology 
on funeral rites and response methods in epidemic 
contexts.

Research supported by:

the Fondation de France: 3  7  9  11  

the Fondation Nestlé France: 6  

the Swedish Red Cross  
and the GLOW Red network: 4  

the Agence française de Développement: 8  10

the French Red Cross: 5  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  25

the Fondation Solimut: 20  

the Fondation de l’Avenir: 21  22  

   “Ukraine Emergency” programme research projects 
20  Continuity of care for Ukrainian exiles in the 
Lyon region.

Ludovic JOXE, Doctor of Sociology, Université Paris 
Descartes.

Contributing to the critical analysis of continuity of 
care during crises for populations in transit. 

21  Aging in exile: Access to care and the 
experience of older Ukrainian refugees in France.

Armelle KLEIN, Doctor of Socio-Demographics, 
Université Paris Cité.

Exploring the relationship between exile, ageing and 
the experiences and positions of older Ukrainian 
refugees in France. 

22  Assembling hospitality. Hosting Ukrainian 
seniors in exile in France. 

Giovanni MATERA, Doctor of Sociology, École des 
Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS).

Evaluating the quality of care-management provided 
to Ukrainians exiled in France, based on a survey in 
two regional psychosocial trauma centres (CRPs) 
equipped to care for migrants.

23  Ukrainian exiles in France: livelihood strategies 
cooked up from scratch.

Denys GORBACH, Doctor of Sociology, Sciences Po 
Paris.

Shedding light on the survival strategies devised 
and implemented by Ukrainian exiles given refuge 
in France since 24 February 2022.
 

24  Citizen engagement for Ukrainians: a response 
outside the big cities.

Jordan PINEL, Doctor of Geography, Université de 
Poitiers.

Exploring the forms of citizen solidarity that are 
emerging to support Ukrainian exiles outside major 
cities in France, particularly in rural areas. 

25  Improving the integration of Ukrainian 
refugees in France and reducing psychological 
violence.

Tetiana STOIANOVA, Doctor of Law, University of 
Odessa (Ukraine).

Identifying a reliable method to measure loneliness 
and an effective approach to reducing loneliness 
among Ukrainian refugees in order to improve 
their social connections within their host society 
and alleviate the psychological violence they may 
experience. 

26  The involvement and diversity of humanitarian 
and social actors and networks in supporting 
the integration in France of people affected by 
the Ukrainian conflict.
Isabelle DELORME, Doctor of History, Sciences Po 
Paris.

Identifying and mapping actors involved in the 
integration of Ukrainian refugees in France and 
determining their actions and interactions.
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The Foundation works
to disseminate the 
knowledge it generates 
to make it available to all 
stakeholders.
Available in a range of 
formats, including books, 
journals and online articles, 
the publications are open 
access and considered a 
common good, and are 
translated into English to 
bring their content to an 
international audience. 13

new issues in the 
Pratiques &

Humanités 

series

05     Share and debate

6
episodes

of the
En-Quête

d’Humanité 

podcast

1
new work,

Essentiel scientifique, 
10 Years of Research
Going to the Heart of 

Vulnerabilities
9
new scientific
papers,
Les Papiers de
la Fondation

3
articles
in peer-reviewed 
scientific journals

2 
new

webinars

3
new

issues of the Alternatives  

Humanitaires journal

March 2023
N°22  

Mental health:
from  

awareness  
to action

July 2023
N°23  

International 
humanitarian 

law:
a big step... 
backwards

 

Nov. 2023
N°24

Central 
America:  

a forgotten 
subconti-

nent?

1
new work in 
the Devenir 

Humanitaire 

collection, 
Transition 
humanitaire au 
Cameroun

4
video 

portraits of 
researchers 

15
video 

recordings 
of academic 

panels and 
debates

All our events are available on our YouTube channel

Scientific  
resources

Sharing 
knowledge

>>  Connecting with the scientific communityConnecting with the scientific community >>  Connecting with humanitarian and social action actorsConnecting with humanitarian and social action actors

>>  Connecting with civil societyConnecting with civil society

9
articles posted on the
Académia scientific network 45

posts in 2023  
for 1,700 subscribers

45
posts for 31,000 

subscribers

General public

R
es

ea
rc

he
rs

 a
nd

 a
ca

de
m

ics Practitioners
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RC3 Consortium events

05     Share and debate

In 2023, the Foundation continued to play an 
active role in the RC3, reflecting its commitment 
to strengthening humanitarian practices in ways 
that reflect scientific advances and work in the 
academic sector.

What is RC3?
Created in 2019, the RC3 (Red Cross Red Crescent 
Research Consortium) is a network that brings 
together all the research centers and entities of 
the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement. The primary criteria for joining RC3 
is that members are wholly or partly dedicated to 
leading and promoting a research culture in the 
humanitarian field. Members work together in the 
service of the entire International Movement. The 
aim is to integrate research into the development of 
the objectives, missions and strategic frameworks 
of the IFRC and ICRC.

International Long Night of Research
The first long night of research, a global 24-hour online 
event, was held on 23 and 24 March 2023.
Organised by consortium members, including the 
Foundation, which played a leading role in the 
initiative, it was a major success, attracting over 500 
participants from 62 countries, 57% of whom were 
voluntary workers. This inaugural event featured 23 
sessions on a wide range of topics related to voluntary 
work. To mark the event, the Foundation compiled 
a review of French-language literature on voluntary 
work in France and internationally. A global literature 
review and a database of resources produced by 
the movement, in coordination with its members, in 
partnership with the Alliance for Volunteering and the 
IFRC, were also published. 

RC3 international research workshop
The sixth of these meetings took place from 20 to 22 
September 2023 in Istanbul, hosted by the Turkish 
Red Crescent Academy. Resource mobilisation, 
publications, standards and ethics and decision-
making processes were among the core challenges 
discussed by the 23 members. The event also 
highlighted the successes and lessons learned from
 

past collaborative research into voluntary work and 
heatwaves. Among the innovative ideas to emerge 
was the creation of a “community of practice”, 
demonstrating a collective commitment to greater 
RC3 international collaboration, in tandem with local 
initiatives.

Participation in the 7th IHSA 
International Conference
The Foundation represented the RC3 at the 7th IHSA 
Conference on Humanitarian Studies in Bangladesh 
in November 2023, which was attended by over 100 
people and 30 organisations, including universities, 
research centres and NGOs.
The Foundation organised a panel discussion called 
“From evidence to change: the challenged journey of 
research in humanitarian organisations”. Moderated 
by Virginie Troit, Director of the Foundation, and 
Omar Abou-Samra, Director of the IFRC’s Global 
Disaster Preparedness Centre (GDPC), the debate 
focused on the ‘localisation’ of research and the 
lack of awareness of it among fieldworkers, less 
in relation to recurrent data collection and more in 
terms of how research is analysed and applied in 
operational contexts.

Participation in the 
7th IHSA International 
Conference
7/8/9 November 2023 
Bangladesh - North South 
University

Debates and encounters

to exchange ideas

Learn more:
www.rc3research.org

Research Break
“Migration stories.
Combined 
perspectives of a 
photographer and a 
researcher.”
8 February 2023 
French Red Cross 
Campus Montrouge

1st RC3 network 
Long Night  
of Research
Theme:  
voluntary work
23-24 March 2023 
On-line for 24 hours 
non-stop

Culture-Research  
Break
Work overview
“Social attachment: 
form and substance of 
human solidarity by Serge 
Paugam”
29 March 2023 French 
Red Cross Campus 
Montrouge

L’Instant Recherche Webinar
“From humanitarian emergency 
to resilience”
8 June 2023. Online

Culture-Research  
Break
“Challenges in 
voluntary work”
14 June 2023 
French Red 
Cross Campus - 
Montrouge

L’Instant Recherche 
Webinar
“Gender and 
humanitarian action:
the place of women in 
humanitarian action, past 
and present”
14 November 2023 
Online

Culture-Research Break
Presentation of
“L’Essentiel scientifique:  
10 Years of Research, Going 
to the Heart of Vulnerabilities” 
December 2023  
French Red Cross Campus 
Montrouge

RC3 international 
research workshop
20-22 September 2023 
Istanbul

10 Years International 
Conference and 2023 Research 
Awards Ceremony
26 October 2023  
Paris – Sciences Po

      
  A YEAR OF DEBATE AND DISCUSSION

      
  A YEAR OF DEBATE AND DISCUSSION
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bring about 
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06     Helping to bring about change

Promoting social innovation through the APRIS pilot 
method

To mark its tenth anniversary, the Foundation initiated a review of how the research it funds is used. 
To ensure findings help change practices, practitioners must embrace and adopt them and ultimately 
implement them in tangible ways while fostering the social innovation potentially arising from them. This 
objective is central to the Foundation’s 2020-2024 strategy, particularly Step 5 of its “Encouraging Social 
Innovation” method and has resulted in the development of a pilot programme called post-research social 
innovation workshops (APRIS).

This approach entails arranging workshops aimed at fostering knowledge exchange and collaboratively 
developing training modules centred on a specific research theme. It fosters the active involvement of 
researchers, practitioners and all stakeholders and aims to bridge the gap between social science research 
and real-world applications while improving impacts and driving innovation.

Transforming

everyday practices

 The first workshop, held in Niamey in May 2023 in collaboration with the French Red 
Cross and the Niger Red Cross, focused on improving sexual and reproductive healthcare, drawing on 
the research findings of anthropologist Aïssa Diarra in three Sahel countries: Mali, Mauritania and Niger.

Two pilots were carried out during the year with the support of SCOP Ellyx:

 The second workshop was held in 
Paris in December 2023 and attended by 
the French Red Cross. It explored the emergence 
of socio-aesthetic activities within the organisation, 
drawing on the research findings of sociologist 
Thibaut Besozzi in an ‘integration village’ in Nancy.

These two pilots led to the developmwent of a comprehensive methodology encompassing the following 
phases: identifying relevant projects, summarising findings and preparing workshops. The outcomes were 
positive. The operational departments and structures involved have now begun to make concrete changes 
to their practices.

“Engaging in scientific research 
and fostering environments that 
promote the emergence of new 
ideas allows voluntary workers to 
conceive, develop and implement 
groundbreaking initiatives, leading 
to more ethical, inclusive and 
dynamic humanitarian action.”

Christopher RASSI, IFRC Chief 
of Staff and Director, Office of the 
Secretary General “Research compels us to take action  

in the real world,
to translate knowledge into action,  
to transform data into practices,
and to move from analysis to design. 
Carving out a space within the 
scientific landscape only made sense 
to us if, ultimately, it would lead to 
better care, greater well-being and 
better support.”

Philippe DA COSTA, President of the 
French Red Cross and French Red Cross 
Foundation

“We recognise that there is often a 
disconnect between research and 
action. In contrast, the APRIS pilot 
launched by the Foundation is valuable 
because it was designed as an 
innovative approach to social R&D.  
We applied this approach each step  
of the way.
First, we co-designed a methodology 
based on collective intelligence tools. 
We then did a real-world pilot before 
capitalising on the lessons learned from 
the pilot to initiate a process of social 
innovation jointly supported by the 
various stakeholders.”

Santiago NÚÑEZ-REGUEIRO,
Research Consultant, SCOP Ellyx 
Researcher, UMR “Development  
and Societies”  
(Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne - IRD)
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06     Helping to bring about change

Why measure the Foundation’s social 
impact? 
By evaluating its results and the impact of its 
actions, the Foundation can learn lessons from its 
successes and failures to improve the quality of 
its activities. As a recognised public service entity, 
the Foundation also has a duty of accountability 
to its partners with regard to the compliance of its 
actions and resources with its statutes.

How is the social impact of the 
Foundation defined? 
The social impact of the Foundation can be defined 
as “supporting advanced social science research 
for humanitarian and social needs, carried out by 
researchers on the frontline of crises, the results 
of which are widely shared and debated and help 
transform practices”. 

In the  
academic 

field, the 
Foundation

is committed to:

C1

Supporting 
knowledge  
production in  
the humanities  
and social 
sciences.

C2

Designing  
research projects
dedicated to  
humanitarian and 
social action.

C3

Supporting 
local researchers 
working on 
the frontline of 
crises.

In the 
humanitarian 

and social 
field,

the Foundation 
is committed 

to:

C4

Promoting  
and capitalising 
on scientific 
knowledge.

C5

Fostering  
dialogue and 
debate between 
researchers and 
humanitarian  
and social actors. 

C6

Helping to change 
the practices of 
humanitarian and 
social actors.

Key indicators for each of the six criteria

Six impact criteria in two fields:

Supporting knowledge 
production in the 
humanities and social 
sciences.

78% of researchers 
supported say the 

Foundation’s support has 
had a positive impact on 

the trajectory of their research 
careers.

Promoting the value of scientific
knowledge.

“The Foundation offers a variety of 
initiatives aimed at promoting and 

utilising research outcomes not readily 
available elsewhere.”

Former Foundation fellowship laureate

 Fostering dialogue and 
debate between researchers 
and humanitarian and social 
actors.

Event attendees appreciated 
the opportunity to network and 
meet other professionals and 
researchers.

Helping change the practices of 
humanitarian and social actors.

“As part of the disaster risk reduction 
programme we implement in various 
countries, we have worked closely with 
the Foundation, which supported a socio-
anthropological study
on risk perception within communities. 
This research provides us with a deeper 
understanding of our target
populations and ensures that our 
operations are effective in addressing 
their daily challenges and
ultimately lead to sustainable impacts.”

French Red Cross technical expert

Designing research projects 
applicable to humanitarian and 
social action. 

Since 2020, 55% of supported 
research has been initiated 
by the Red Cross Movement 
or directly applicable to the 
activities of the Red Cross.

Supporting
local researchers

on the frontline of crises.

“By opening up calls for research 
projects to young researchers 

from African countries, we enable 
them to take the lead in designing 
projects and gain recognition  
in the sector.”

Former Foundation fellowship  
laureate

First social impact report published in 2024

In 2024, the Foundation will publish its first social impact measurement report, 
marking the culmination of years of critical analysis. This report is based 
on a dedicated methodology and aims to measure the overall impact of the 
organisation in general and its scientific mission.

The Foundation’s research-focused approach aligns with the movement’s 
broader mission to address humanitarian and social issues. Its core function 
is, by definition, to bridge the gap between the worlds of academia and 
humanitarian action. The social impact measurement process is designed to 
document the Foundation’s impact on both academics and humanitarian actors, 
based primarily on its bridge-building role.

C1

C2

C3

C4

C5

C6

Scientific  Scientific  
dimensiondimension

Humanitarian Humanitarian 
and social  and social  
dimensiondimension

Overview 

of our social impact measurement  
process
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The French Red Cross Foundation is chaired by Philippe DA COSTA. The Board of Administrators has 
twelve members, divided into four colleges. During the 2023 financial year, it met four times, in April, July, 
October and December. 
To develop the Foundation’s scientific mission, the Board of Administrators is assisted by a fourteen-
member Scientific Council, with recognised expertise in the Foundation’s fields of action. A group of 
twenty-two associate experts completes this multi-disciplinary and multisector governance, bringing 
together academics from several continents who are committed to the Foundation’s themes and territories.

The board

Scientific council07 Governance

and team

College offounders

Philippe DA COSTA
President 
Doctor in Educational Science, 
National President of the French 
Red Cross, Secretary of the 
EESC

Françoise MALRIEU
Company Board Member,  
Vice President of the French 
Red Cross

Hubert PENICAUD
Secretary
Head of participation and 
internal democracy at the 
French Red Cross, 
National referent for associative 
life at France Bénévolat, 
Member of the Conseil 
d’administration du Mouvement 
associatif, Member of the Haut 
Conseil à la vie associative 
(HCVA)

Cécile APTEL
National board member of  
the French Red Cross,  
Professor of International 
Criminal Law,  
Deputy Director of UNIDIR

College of the friends  
of the foundation

Françoise FROMAGEAU
Vice-President
Doctor of Medicine,  
President of the Brittany region 
of the French Red Cross

Government  
commissioner

Philippe VIGNES
Prefect

College of qualified
personalities

Philippe GUAY
Treasurer
Certified Public Accountant, 
Statutory Auditor

Philippe RYFMAN
Professor – European Centre
for Sociology and Political
Science – Sorbonne University

Christine ROBICHON
Diplomat

Marc AUDRIT
Head of Strategy –
Hungry and Foolish

Prof. Eric DELAPORTE
President (January - October)
Professor of Medicine in infectious
and tropical diseases at 
the University and CHU de 
Montpellier, Director of the 
Translational Research Unit on 
HIV and Infectious Diseases under 
the supervision of the University 
of Montpellier, INSERM and IRD

Laurent VIDAL
President (from October 2023)

PhD in Anthropology from the 
University of Paris-Descartes-
Sorbonne, HDR from EHESS, 
graduate of INALCO, research 
director at IRD

Prof. Francis AKINDES 
Vice-President of the French Red 
Cross Foundation, Professor of 
Political and Economic Sociology 
at the Alassane Ouattara 
University in Bouaké (Côte 
d’Ivoire)

Malika AIT-MOHAMED PARENT
Independent international expert 
in anti-corruption, Former Under-
secretary General, Governance 
and Management Services at 
the International Federation of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (Switzerland)

Laetitia ATLANTI-DUAULT
Director of the Collège d’études 
mondiales of the Fondation 
Maison des Sciences de l’homme 
(FMSH), Director of research at 
the IRD and Visiting Professor at 
Columbia University (New York)

Prof. François BRICAIRE
Professor of Medicine, Member  
of the National Academy of 
Medicine, National Board Member 
of the French Red Cross

Yvan CONOIR
MEAL Coordinator at Expertise 
France, Lecturer at Sciences Po 
Paris, at Laval University (Canada) 
and UPPA

Alain DAOU
Doctor in International
Management at the American
University of Beirut (AUB) 

Prof. Christian DE BOISSIEU
Economist, Member of the
Académie des technologies,
vice-president of the Cercle  
des économistes

Prof. Serge PAUGAM
Sociologist, Director of Studies
at EHESS, Director of Research
at CNRS 

Prof. Gautier PIROTTE
Professor of Socio-Anthropology 
of Development at the University 
of Liège (Belgium)

Jocelyn RAUDE
Lecturer researcher in the
‘Health and Society’ department
of the IRD and lecturer in the
Humanities and Social Sciences
Department of EHESP

Sandrine REVET
Doctor of Anthropology, Research 
Director at the CERI Sciences Po 
Paris

Prof. Marc-Henry SOULET 
Full Professor of Sociology, 
Chair Holder of the Social 
Work and Social Policy Chair 
at the University of Fribourg 
(Switzerland)

Prof. Mahaman TIDJANI ALOU 
Associate Professor of Political
Science, Dean of the Faculty of
Economic and Juridical Sciences
at the Abdou Moumouni 
University in Niamey (Niger)

Isabelle VONECHE-CARDIA
Humanitarian historian lecturer
researcher at EPFL  
(École polytechnique fédérale  
de Lausanne) (Switzerland)

College of institutional
partners

School for Advanced Studies
in the Social Sciences (EHESS)
Represented by
Anne RASMUSSEN
Historian, Director of studies 

School for Advanced Studies 
in Public Health (EHESP)
Represented by
Sylvie OLLITRAULT
Doctor of Political Science,
Research Director

French National Research 
Institute for Development 
(IRD)
Represented by Florence BIOT
Head of philanthropy, Funds and 
Foundations
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Permanent team

Task officers
(staggered presence over the year)

skills-based  
sponsors

Associate experts

07     Governance and team

Louise BAUMANN
Doctoral Student in
Human Geography

Maïta PALLU
ISIT Paris

Laurine MARTINOU
NEOMA BS et IRIS Sup’

Quynh-Nga PHUNG
Paris Catholic Institute

Camille RAILLON
Doctor in Political Science

Annie XIE
ISCOM Paris

Ronald BOUCHER
Web and digital strategy expert

Tristan CHAFFORT
Marketing & communication expert

Louis PLATIAU
Real estate expert

Laurent THONG VANH
Financial control expert

François AUDET
Ph.D. in Management Sciences
at UQAM (Canada)

Catherine BARON
Doctor in spatial and urban
planning at Sciences Po
Toulouse

Francis BONNET
Professor of Medicine, Member 
at the French Society of 
Anaesthesia and Intensive 
Care Units (Société française 
d’anesthésie et de réanimation)

Georges DJOHY
Doctor in Social Anthropology, 
Benin

Ghislaine DOUCET 
Doctor of Law, Senior Legal
Adviser to the ICRC in France

Jean-Pierre DOZON
Anthropologist, FMSH, Paris

Alain EPELBOIN
Medical Anthropologist, CNRS

Dan FERRAND-BECHMANN
Sociologist, Sciences Po Paris

Eloi FICQUET 
Anthropologist and Historian, 
EHESS

Thomas FOUQUET
Anthropologist, CNRS

Marion FRESIA
Anthropologist, Institute 
of Ethnology, University of 
Neuchâtel (Switzerland)

Prof. Jean-Philippe GALAN
Doctor of Management Sciences, 
University of Bordeaux, Territorial 
Director of the French Red Cross 
in Tarn-et-Garonne

Tamara GILES-VERNICK
Medical Anthropologist,  
Institut Pasteur

Prof. Meglena JELEVA
Economist,  
University Paris-Nanterre

Cheikh KANE
Climate Resilience Policy Advisor
at the Red Cross Red Crescent
Climate Center

Alessia LEFEBURE 
Doctor of Sociology,  
Dean of AgroCampus-Ouest

Annabelle MOATTY
Geographer, CNRS

Isabelle PARIZOT 
Doctor of Sociology,  
Centre Maurice Halbwachs

Dolorès POURETTE
Health Anthropologist, IRD

Nina SAHAROUI
Sociologist, Centre de 
recherches sociologiques  
et politiques, Paris

Danièle SONDAG
Former Director-General of  
the Belgian Red Cross, Specialist 
in the social and international 
action of the Red Cross 
Movement

Anicet ZRAN
Health Historian, National 
Council for Human Rights,  
Côte d’Ivoire

Virginie TROIT
Director

Caroline VITAGLIONE
Administration &
Communication Officer

Julien ANTOULY
Coordinator  
of scientific
programmes, 
valorisation and  
social innovation

Badreddine EL MAROUDI 
Development Officer

Marion BOILLOT
Resource Mobilisation 
Officer

Vincent LEGER
Research Officer

See detailed biographies on fondation-croix-rouge.fr/en
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08 Partners

and networks

Supported by its partners, the Foundation strives to make social science a guiding force for humanitarian 
action stakeholders. In conjunction with private organisations, institutional actors, and members of the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the Foundation designs research programmes that go 
to the heart of vulnerabilities to analyse contexts and inform actions.

The Foundation would like to thank all its partners whose 
support in 2023 made it possible to:

Meet the needs voiced by frontline actors

Develop programmes to inform future response

International action  
and cooperation
• Swedish Red Cross
• Australian Red Cross
• Norwegian Red Cross
• IFRC
France
• French Red Cross
•  French Red Cross - Regional 

Intervention Platform of the 
Americas-Caribbean (PIRAC)

Private sector
• Agirc-Arrco
• Unilever France
• Mines Paris Tech
• Sanofi
• Groupe Vyv
• Fondation Solimut
•  Fondation de l’Avenir 

pour la recherche 
médicale

• Fondation de France
• Fondation Nestlé

Institutional  
partners
• AFD
Academic 
partners
• EHESP
• EHESS
• MSH (CNRS)
•  Institut de 

recherche pour 
le développement 
(IRD)

“The Bénévo’Lab research 
programme has allowed us 
to focus on a crucial topic 
for people in exile, one on 
which we lacked reliable 

and objective data. Thanks to 
the researcher’s work, chosen 

and supported by the Foundation 
throughout the year, we will examine 
the changes to make to our activities to 
best fulfil our mission of supporting these 
communities.”

Nicolas DELORME, Textile Training Project 
Manager, French Red Cross

“To effectively prevent 
disasters and protect 
the vulnerable 
we need to have a 
strong foundation of 
knowledge.  

The research carried out 
by our foundations since 

2022 will help us better understand 
the challenges climate change raises 
for us today and future generations”.
 
Elodie PAILLÉ, Group Manager, Crisis 
and Disaster Prevention - Fondation de 
France

Create spaces for dialogue to foster sustainable solutions

“The partnership between the Foundation 
and Sciences Po highlights our shared 
mission to promote diverse perspectives and 
interdisciplinary approaches in analysing and 
managing crises by focusing on the importance 
and quality of African expertise. We are also 

committed to promoting social diversity and global 
representation, to stay true to our motto of gaining a 

deeper understanding of contemporary issues and taking 
action to address them in real-life situations.”

Etienne CAZIN, Director of the Centre for Asia, Pacific, Africa and 
Middle East, International Affairs Office - Sciences Po Paris

• Sciences Po
• PSIA (Sciences Po)
• 21 | French Red Cross
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The networks in which we actively participate

A shared commitment to research

The Foundation is also grateful to all the private donors 
who place their trust in us every year.

The Foundation shares and capitalises on research through the networks in which it plays an active role.

Media and skills 
sponsorship
•  Alternatives 

Humanitaires
• Canal-U
• Éditions Karthala
• Bad Taste Bros.
• Agence Sixtine
• Chaffort Conseil
• Izard création

• IHSA
• RC3 
•  French Centre of Funds  

and Foundation

“Putting our content production skills at the 
service of the Foundation was an obvious 
choice from the outset, because we felt 
it was important that research should 
reach the widest possible audience. We are 

proud to have made our technical resources 
available to the Foundation to create the ‘En-

Quête d’Humanité’ podcast and, as a result, to 
help researchers make their voices heard”.

Jan BELLETTI, Co-founder of Sixtine Groupe

Disseminate research and share findings

“Facing today’s challenges 
requires more than technology. 
This is why I support the French 
Red Cross Foundation.  
Their vital humanitarian 
and social work in the field 
prepares decision-makers 
and communities to embrace 
necessary change.” 

Philippe JACON, a regular donor  
to the French Red Cross Foundation

08     Partners and networks
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09 Financial report

Finances and presentation  
of annual accounts

Income statement

Modest increase in resources

Higher income from real estate and a fall in property 
values

The French Red Cross Foundation’s financial statement for the year ending 31 December 2023 represents 
the seventh one since its recognition as a public service entity on 1 September 2017. In 2023, the Foundation 
reported a negative balance of €96,000 against a positive one of €45,000 in 2022. Despite this, the Foundation 
continues to grow its activities, with an increase in both incomes and expenses (+2.4%).

The real estate development undertaken in recent 
years has resulted in a rental income stream that 
covers the entire year in 2023. Consequently, real 
estate income has increased by 21% compared to 
2022, amounting to €365,000. No new investments 
have been approved by the governance. The real 
estate assets of the Foundation now consist of nine 
properties with a gross value that has declined due 
to an unfavourable market. While its gross book 
value stands at €6,074,000 in 2023, depreciation 

and impairment allowance amount to €1,509,000. 
The Foundation conducted valuation appraisals 
in 2023 of its real estate portfolio, which enabled 
it to demonstrate a degree of stability in its initial 
endowment and guarantee the options made in terms 
of the depreciation strategy for its properties. These 
resources finance an important part of operational 
and communication costs, as well as fundraising 
expenses. 

The total sources of funding in 2023 amounted to 
€1,032,000, compared to €1,008,000 the previous 
year, an increase of 2.4%. More than 65% of this total 
is resources from third-party contributors and 35% 
are property income. It should be noted that of the 
revenues of third-party funders (€607,000), more than 
78% were contributed by private financial donors 
(€477,000) and 20% by public donations. Operating 
expenses amounted to €1,144,000, up 18% from 
the prior year. The operating result shows a deficit 
of €96,000.
 

As in 2022, the financial results do not call for any 
special commentary other than the fact that the 
components are subject to be changed or reversed in 
the various provisions relating to certain marketable 
securities, the impact of which is €30,000. The net 
financial result is a €11,000 surplus. The net result for 
the 2023 financial year is a deficit of €96,000
(€95,760) compared to a surplus of €45,000 in 2022.

The Foundation is not taxed as a business and does 
not engage in profit-making activities.

research missions, the Foundation continues 
to pursue its resource mobilisation strategy by 
significantly diversifying its funding in France and 
abroad: 

 Real estate rental income, 
  Partnerships with the private sector,  
businesses and foundations,

  Partnerships with the entities of the French Red 
Cross and the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement, 
 Appeals to public generosity,
 State subsidies,
  Sponsorship of services and expertise,
  And, to a lesser extent, income from financial 
investments.

Income k€ %
Property income 365 35

Third-party contributors 607 65

Other income 60 -

Total 1 032 100

Operating expenses 1 140

Financial result 12

Net income -96

Operating income amounted to €1,031,000, an increase of 2.3% compared to 2022.
9%
Other resources

54%
Public  
generosity

29%
Real estate 
and financial 
investments

11%
Provisions and 

impairments

19%
Operating costs

6%
Fundraising

8%
Provisions and 
impairments

64%
Social  
missions

Sources 
of funds

Use 
of funds
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10 Outlook for

2024

As our sixth financial year draws to a close, marking 
ten years of commitment to research by the French 
Red Cross, initially through its Fund and then its 
Foundation, events in early 2024 have been driven 
by two constructive dynamics: the opportunity to 
assess the Foundation’s impact over the past five 
years and the development of a new strategic plan 
to guide our work, replacing the outgoing 2020-
2024 framework.

The launch of a new strategic framework for 2025-
2030 - a decision made by the Board of Administrators 
- opens the way to broad stakeholder engagement 
and a comprehensive review of the Foundation’s 
future. To help us see the bigger picture, in addition 
to “L’Essentiel scientifique: 10 Years of Research, 
Going to the Heart of Vulnerabilities” published 
at the end of 2023, we also plan to release our 
first social impact assessment report based on a 
unique methodology devised in 2022 and 2023 and 
360-degree data collection. 

We also plan to produce an accountability framework 
analysis to ensure we continue to effectively regulate 
the Foundation’s processes, particularly in relation 
to the use of artificial intelligence and our economic 
model, which, while robust and diversified, has faced 
significant challenges in the past three years due to 
the volatile economic and financial environment, 
which has raised important questions for us.

Exciting new partnerships are on the horizon: for the 
first time, the Foundation has been selected as a 
member of a research consortium, working alongside 
university institutions, while the opportunity to work 
more closely with social science labs promises to 
broaden the scope of our action-research initiatives. 

More specifically, regarding our 2024 scientific 
programme and our efforts to bridge the gap 
between research and society, we remain 

committed to our roadmap on health and epidemics, 
migrations, disasters and climate hazards while 
actively exploring innovative methods and services. 
The Foundation will also continue to initiate and 
fund research into human vulnerabilities and put 
a greater emphasis on maximising the impact 
of research findings and transforming them into 
innovative action and on the role of science in the 
work of humanitarian organisations. 

Better inclusion of researchers from all French-
speaking countries, mainly those worst hit by crises, 
will remain a priority. We will also continue to promote 
interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral dialogue by 
using existing tools and organising regular meetings. 
Looking to the future, our work in the months ahead 
will be guided by three key objectives: speeding up 
the dissemination of research findings beneficial to 
civil society, capitalising on the post-research social 
innovation pilot method, and embedding a research 
culture from local to global, grounded in practice. 

Lastly, the Foundation will help celebrate the 160th 
anniversary of the French Red Cross and the Geneva 
Conventions through a programme of artistic and 
scientific events to raise the awareness of as many 
people as possible to the most urgent humanitarian 
challenges facing the world today. 

Balance sheet

Net result allocation

additional information

Out of the total assets, 70% are composed of 
fixed assets, mostly real estate which consolidates 
the Foundation’s endowment and financial 
investments. The remaining 30% are current 
assets, mainly cash, receivables, and short-term 
investments.

In the appendix to the annual accounts, we have 
reported the specific changes in the number of 

receivables, following the signing of significant 
partnership contracts at the end of the financial 
year (+€465,000). The variation in the debts is 
due to the execution of these contracts and the 
associated research programmes that will take 
place in the ensuing years.

The total amount of other debts (€140,000) is falling 
sharply.

It must be noted that:
  No equity investment was made during this financial year,
  A Financial Committee assists the Board with regard to financial investments, resource management, and 
budgetary and accounting control,
  Annual accounts are available on the French Journal Officiel website. 

The 2023 net result is a negative balance of € – 95,760. 
At financial year end, the equity breakdown is as follows:

Assets k€ % Liabilities k€ %

Fixed assets 4 350 67 Equity 5 536 85

Financial assets 217 3

Debts 944 15Receivables 511 8

Cash 1 402 22

Total 6 480 100 Total 6 480 100

Endowment 3 627 000 €
Other initial capital 300 000 €
Reserves for internal projects 41 289 €
Other reserves 390 000 €
Retained earnings - 826 597 €
Current result - 95 761 €
Net equity 3 435 931 €

Expendable equity 2 100 000 €
Total equity 5 535 931 €

Jérôme EUSTACHE
Certified Auditor  
at Mazars

Jean-Claude MARTY
Certified Auditor  
at Deloitte & Associés

Virginie TROIT
Director

“We certify that, in light of French accounting rules and principles, the annual accounts are 
regular, sincere, and give a faithful picture of the result of the operations over the past year, 
as well as of the Foundation’s financial situation and assets at the end of this year.”
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List of key abbreviations and acronyms

AFD Agence française de développement (French Development Agency)
AP-HP Assistance publique - Hôpitaux de Paris (Public Assistance – Paris Hospitals)
CERI Centre de recherche internationale – Sciences Po Paris (Centre for International Studies)

CESE Conseil économique, social et environnemental (Economic, Social and Environmental Council)
CNRS Centre national de la recherche scientifique (French National Centre for Scientific Research)
CSO Civil Society Organisations

DIAIR Inter-ministerial Delegation for the Reception and Integration of Refugees

EHESP École des hautes études en santé publique (School of Advanced Studies in Public Health)
EHESS École des hautes études en sciences sociales (School of Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences)
ENS École normale supérieure (French Grande École)
EPFL École polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne
ESSEC École supérieure des sciences économiques et commerciales (French Business School)
FRC French Red Cross

GFARC Global First Aid Reference Centre

ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross

IFRC International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

IHSA International Humanitarian Studies Association

IRD
Institut de recherche pour le développement (French National Research Institute for Sustainable
Development)

PIRAC
Plateforme d’intervention régionale Amériques-Caraïbe (Intervention Platform of the French Red
Cross in the Caribbean)

PIROI
Plateforme d’intervention régionale de l’océan Indien (Intervention Platform of the French Red Cross
in the Indian Ocean)

RC3 Red Cross Red Crescent Research Consortium

SDG Sustainable Development Goals

SSE Social and Solidarity Economy

UH University Hospital
UMR Unité mixte de recherche (Joint Research Unit)
UNIDIR United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research
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Contact

Fondation Croix-Rouge française
21 Rue de la Vanne
CS 90070
92120 Montrouge Cedex
+33 1 40 71 16 34

Headquarters:

95 Rue Michel-Ange
75016 Paris
FRANCE 

www.fondation-croix-rouge.fr


